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BUILDING REGULATION REFORMS 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.06 pm]: In May 2014, the Building Ministers’ 
Forum agreed to significant reforms aimed at reducing the burden of building regulation. These reforms include 
making the 2015 National Construction Code and future additions accessible online for free and a reduced 
amendment cycle for the code. This is an important step in the electronic enablement of our building and 
plumbing industries and represents an important advance in the Council of Australian Governments’ 
deregulation agenda. The NCC brings the Building Code of Australia and the Plumbing Code of Australia 
together into a single, consistent performance standard. As of this month, Western Australia’s building, 
construction and plumbing practitioners, and anyone else who wants to preview the 2015 NCC, can now do so 
via the Australian Building Codes Board’s website in readiness for its adoption on 1 May. The reform will result 
in a cost saving of almost $400 a year to building and plumbing practitioners and will encourage greater use of 
the code, which has an important role in ensuring that the buildings in which we live, recreate and work are safe, 
amenable, efficient and sustainable. 

The ABCB predicts that the reform will increase the number of building and plumbing practitioners using the 
NCC across Australia from 12 000 to around 200 000 and that it will have the potential to unlock annually an 
additional $1.1 billion in economic benefit. The Building Commission is working towards adopting the 
Plumbing Code of Australia from 1 May 2015, which means that Western Australia’s 3 341 licensed plumbing 
contractors and 3 967 licensed plumbing tradespersons will also benefit from being able to access the code for 
free and preview it before it takes effect. The ministers also agreed to move from a one-year to a three-year 
amendment cycle for the code, which will commence in 2016. This will deliver more certainty and stability 
about regulatory change to the building and construction industry. 

I look forward to seeing the benefits of these reforms flow on to the economy, our building and plumbing 
industries and, ultimately, the Western Australians who use their services. 
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